
Speakers Biographies
2019 Conference
Iveagh House, Dublin

Irish Forum for International

Agricultural Development

Wednesday, 23rd October



IFIAD Annual Conference
Speakers Biographies

Gilbert F. Houngbo, President of the International Fund for 
Agricultural Development (IFAD)  

Gilbert F. Houngbo is the President of IFAD, the world’s second-largest multilateral 
investor in food and nutrition security, and one of the top multilateral institutions 
working in agriculture in Africa. Born and raised in rural Togo, Houngbo has 
spent more than 30 years working to improve the lives of some of the world’s 
most vulnerable people, with extensive experience in political affairs, international 
development, diplomacy and financial management. Prior to IFAD he was the 
Deputy Director-General of the International Labour Organization (ILO). He served 
as Prime Minister of the Republic of Togo from 2008 to 2012.

Julia Wolf, Natural Resources Officer-Climate Change, Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO)

Julia Wolf is an agriculture economist and has been working for the UN Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO), UNDP and the German Government for 
over 19 years. Currently, she is the Programme Coordinator of the Flagship 
FAO-UNDP Programme “Integrating Agriculture in National Adaptation Plans 
(NAP-Ag) Programme” supporting LDCs and DC on their climate and agriculture 
agenda including on their NDCs.  At FAO, Julia is also supporting the Agriculture 
negotiators under the Koronivia Joint Work on Agriculture UNFCCC negotiation 
stream.

Bruce Campbell, Programme Director of Research Programme on 
Climate Change, Agriculture and Food Security (CCAFS), CGIAR 

Dr Bruce Campbell is Director of the CGIAR Research Programme on Climate Change, 
Agriculture and Food Security (CCAFS), a staff member of International Centre for 
Tropical Agriculture (CIAT) and Senior Advisor to the Global Centre on Adaptation 
(GCA). He works on adaptation to increased climatic variability and progressive climate 
change, and on low emissions development. 

CCAFS started in 2010 and has a budget of c. USD 50-60 million per annum; and 
operates with staff in more than 20 countries. He has published over 150 journal 
articles and more than a dozen books.

Dr John Gilliland OBE, Director of Global Agriculture and 
Sustainability at Devenish 

John Gilliland, is Director of Global Agriculture and Sustainability at Devenish, an 
innovative livestock nutrition company which creates complete solutions, improving 
animal, human and environmental health simultaneously. John Gilliland is highly 
respected and recognised as an excellent leader and communicator across the breadth 
of the Agri Food and Sustainable Land Management Sectors. He has been an award 
winning farmer in Ireland, and in the UK; an Innovator and farm Leader; a Regulator; 
while at the same time, he has been a policy adviser for Devolved, National and 
European Governments.



Dr Lawrence Haddad, Executive Director of Global Alliance for 
Improved Nutrition (GAIN) 

Prior to joining GAIN Dr. Haddad was founding co-chair and lead author of the 
Global Nutrition Report (GNR). He has worked as Director of the Institute of 
Development Studies (IDS), the world’s leading development studies institute, and 
as a research Director at the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI). 

In 2018, Lawrence was awarded the World Food Prize for his: “relentless 
leadership and advocacy in mobilising political will to make nutrition the focal point 
of development strategies.”

Haika Malleko, Private Sector Coordinator for GAIN Tanzania 

Haika Malleko works closely with food and nutrition businesses in Tanzania to 
encourage investment in nutrition, and with government to create an enabling 
environment for business. 

Particularly managing and facilitating businesses to contribute towards nutritional 
goals and implementation of National Multi sectorial Nutrition Action Plan 
(NMNAP) In Tanzania. Prior joining GAIN, she worked for Deloitte Consulting. 

Margaret Ngetha, Enterprise Development Advisor, Self Help 
Africa 

A technical advisor in Enterprise Development with Self Help Africa, her work seeks 
to improve the quality of enterprises while working with rural farming and peri-urban 
communities. 

Margaret worked previously with TechnoServe, supporting private sector led food 
processors in East and Southern Africa to unlock local regional and international 
markets for safe and nutritious foods.

Paul Murphy, CEO of Valid Nutrition  

Paul is Chief Executive of Valid Nutrition, a social enterprise delivering  market based 
solutions that create and nurture consumer demand for good nutrition, as a key to 
ending global malnutrition – and driving economic growth. 

Valid designs and develops innovative ready-to use foods for manufacture in 
developing countries. The company believes that engaging the private sector beyond 
just aid and CSR is essential. 

Dr Fergus Sinclair, Leader of Systems Science at World 
Agroforestry (ICRAF) 

Dr Sinclair is the leader of Systems Science at World Agroforestry (ICRAF), Nairobi. He 
leads the Livelihood Systems flagship of the CGIAR research programme on Forests, 
Trees and Agroforestry (FTA), is Honorary Professor at CATIE (Centre for Agricultural 
Research and Higher Education) in Costa Rica. He is project team leader for the UN 
Committee on World Food Security (CFS) and lead author of the background paper on 
agroecological approaches to realising climate-resilient agriculture.



Dr. Betty Chinyamunyamu, CEO of National Smallholder 
Farmers Association of Malawi (NASFAM) 
 
A Development Economist with extensive knowledge and experience 
in agribusiness development, food security and rural development, Dr. 
Chinyamunyamu is currently the CEO for the National Smallholder Farmers’ 
Association of Malawi (NASFAM), with a membership of over 130,000 farmers 
and annual turnover from non-tobacco crops of around US$20 million. Previously, 
she worked as a Policy and Programmes Manager for an agribusiness project 
managed by ACDI/VOCA. 

Sophie Healy Thow, Youth Leader and Scaling Up Nutrition 
(SUN) Lead Group Member

A youth activist who promotes Food Security and Gender Equality, Sophie Healy-
Thow is a lead group member of Scaling-Up Nutrition (SUN) and serves on the 
Board of the leading international charity ActionAid UK. She is a co-founder of 
“Agrikua”, an online platform which aims to promote women and decrease the 
gender gap in agriculture in developing countries.  In 2014, she was named by 
TIME magazine as one of the most influential teens. Sophie studies International 
Development and Food Policy at University College Cork.

Niamh Garvey, Head of Policy and Advocacy at Trócaire 

Niamh Garvey is the Head of Policy and Advocacy at Trócaire.  She has worked in 
research, policy and advocacy on issues including climate justice, aid policy and 
international trade. She held previous roles in research and advocacy at Christian Aid 
and the Institute of Development Studies, and has served as Board Director with a 
number of NGOs, including Debt and Development Coalition Ireland, Friends of the 
Earth Ireland and the Fairtrade Mark Ireland. 

Mark Harper, Desk Officer for Malawi and the Republic of Sudan, 
Concern Worldwide 

Mark Harper moved to Zimbabwe in 2001 where he served as country director with 
several NGOs.  He has managed water and agriculture projects and is passionate 
about using technology for extension in rural agriculture, improving local government 
and solar powered piped water schemes. Mark grew up in Dublin and studied Civil 
Engineering at Trinity College. 

Prof. Charles Spillane is Chair of the Irish Forum for International 
Agricultural Development (IFIAD) and host of today’s conference.

Chair of the Irish Forum for International Agricultural Development (IFIAD). Prof. Spillane 
is the Established Professor (Chair) of Plant Science and Director of the inter-disciplinary 
Ryan Institute (www.ryaninstitute.ie) at the National University of Ireland Galway, Ireland. 

Prof. Spillane is also the Director of NUI Galway’s Masters degree programme in 
Climate Change, Agriculture and Food Security (MScCCAFS). 

Connell Foley is currently Director of Strategy, Advocacy and 
Learning in Concern Worldwide. 

He is responsible for the functions of organisational policy and strategy, programme 
quality, technical support, research, learning and innovation as well as global advocacy. 
Concern’s international advocacy is focused primarily on hunger (especially nutrition 
and community resilience) and humanitarian reform. 


